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4. (a) Explain the reasons why it is difficult to determine how Hinduism began.
[25]

The controversy surrounding the origins of Hinduism is due to the fact that some
scholars have suggested that Hinduism can be traced back as far as 2500 BCE. However,
others claim that it may have begun much later around 1500 BCE, at the time of the Vedic
Age and the Aryan people. However, little is known about the Indus Valley culture as the
language is difficult to understand therefore only certain assumptions can be made.

It appears that members of the Indus valley civilisation did have religious beliefs and
some of the rituals present in Hinduism today. At Mohenjo-daro the Great Bath was found,
this may have been used for spiritual cleansing. Seals have been found with pictures and
scripts engraved on to them, many contain images of personified natural forces. It is
believed that these seals held religious significance and on one of the seals there was an
image of a 'named god'. Some scholars have suggested this may be an early prototype of
the Hindu God Shiva. The god was surrounded by animals and with Shiva being Lord of
the beasts, this is perhaps the most significant link to Hinduism today. Figurines of women
have also been found, depicted in their natural beauty, with wide hips and at prime for child
birth. This highlights the importance of fertility and women in continuation of the Indus
valley civilisation. Although, in Hinduism today, women aren't solely worshipped on their
own, they are usually worshipped as consorts to their male partner, emphasis is still placed
on fertility as a gift from the divine.

Despite the possible links with modern day Hinduism to the Indus valley civilisation, it
is clear that by the period of 1500BCE, the Vedic Age began there were links with Hinduism.
During the Aryan period the Vedas were compiled (the main scriptures of the Aryan people)
and are still authoritative for Hindus today. The Vedas were the word of the gods as
collected by the sages of the time. They were shurti texts and were transmitted orally over
generations before eventually being written down into four main texts. The first, the Rig Veda
contains around 1028 hymns, praising many different gods. However, it also tells the story of
Purusha, the cosmic man, who is still highly important within Hinduism today. The dividing of
Purusha was the initial creation of the caste system. His head became the sages and
Brahmins and his feet the shudras, or servants. The caste system is still important within
Hinduism today.

Another aspect of the Vedic life that was the practice of sacrifice. The Yafur Vedas
contain the right way to perform rituals and sacrifices, sacrifices were made to the gods at
the time, as it was believed that the gods could not eat unless fed through sacrifice. Sacrifice
is still a very important part aspect of Hindu ritual today and is used to deepen the
connection with God. Krishna made this known in the Bhagavad Gita "I will accept a flower
or leaf, if given through love." This shows that sacrifice is still an important aspect of
Hinduism as it was in the Vedic period.

It is difficult to determine the true origins of Hinduism, but it is clear that by 1500 BCE
and the time of the Aryan people, there were clear links with Hinduism including the
completion of the Vedas. However, there are links to the Indus valley civilisation which
suggests the origin could date back to 2500 BCE. Only when the language of the Indus
valley civilisation is finally understood can the origins of Hinduism be properly traced.










4a. Explain the reasons for why it is difficult to determine how Hinduism began. [25]

When looking at Hinduism and its origins there are many different things to take into account. There
is much controversy around the origins of Hinduism with many different people saying a number of
things about the religion's origins.

A large amount of Hindus and also non-Hindus believe that the origins of Hinduism lie with the
ancient civilisation that is the Indus Valley. The Indus valley stems back thousands of years to before
humans properly lived in India, situated in what is now modern day India. The Indus valley sat near a
network of rivers called the Indus rivers, hence the name Indus valley. They would use the rivers a
lot and they were a huge part of their lives, basically running the valley. When the site of the Indus
valley was discovered, there were many things found that suggested that it may have been the
birthplace of what is now modern day Hinduism. Many artefacts were found that showed evidence
that the people of the Indus valley worshipped many gods including female gods. There is also
evidence of rituals being performed, with burial styles where the body is buried in a way that would
suggest an afterlife or being prepared to meet some form of God. There are many different things
in the Indus valley that are linked with modern day Hinduism and this is why many believe this this is
the place from which Hinduism originated.

However, although there are many things that tie the Indus valley with modern day Hinduism, there
is no definitive proof that this is where Hinduism originated. This is why many others dispute the
idea that Hinduism originated there and claim that the origin of Hinduism lies elsewhere. The Aryans
(groups of people from Europe, who came to the East to inhabit it) eventually invaded the Indus
valley and inhabited large areas of Asia. Some people believe that the origins of Hinduism can be
found with them. It is said that the Aryans wrote the Vedas, the ancient scripture that much of
Hinduism is based on, and what many Hindus believe contains the essence of Hinduism. There is
also a lot of evidence to support the claim that Hinduism originated with the Aryans.

It is also hard to say where Hinduism originated, as it takes a long time for a religion to develop.
Some aspects of Hinduism may be older than others and so it is hard to pinpoint when it originated.
Ideas and values that Hindus hold dear may have been around for even longer than people now
think. It is only when combined with other aspects of what is now Hinduism that these ideas can be
seen to be the origin of Hinduism.

With many different beliefs about the origin of Hinduism it going to be hard to say when Hinduism
originated from, as nobody alive today actually knows.
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AS Generic Band Descriptors

Band

Assessment Objective AO1 - Part (a) questions 25 marks
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including:

religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching
influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies
cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice

approaches to the study of religion and belief.

21-25 marks

Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.

An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set.

The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and examples.
Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate.
Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.

16-20 marks

Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.

A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set.
The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples.
Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate.
Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.

11-15 marks

Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.

A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set.

The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of evidence and examples.
Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate.

Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.

6-10 marks

Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and relevance.

A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set.

The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence and examples.
Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate.

Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.

1-5 marks

Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and relevance.

A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.

The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited use of evidence and examples.
Little or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate.

Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary.

N.B. A maximum of 2 marks should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates
'knowledge in isolation’

. No relevant information.
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Explain the reasons why it is difficult to determine how Hinduism began.

[AO1 25]

Candidates could include some or all of the following, but other relevant
points should be credited.

The term Hinduism derives from a Persian word that refers to the Sindhu
(or Indus) river in northwest India.

‘Hinduism’ was adopted by the British colonial administration in India to
describe the various religious beliefs and practices of the majority of
India’s population, so in a sense Hinduism is a colonial construction.
Hinduism claims to have no beginning - to be timeless.

The Indus Valley period may be best understood as a pre-Hindu period,
although some features may be considered to remain in modern
Hinduism. For example, possible evidence of the worship of goddesses /
fertility, and ritual bathing, and a possible prototype form of Shiva.
However, the Indus Valley script has not yet been deciphered.

Some say Hinduism was brought by the Aryans, from central Asia.
Whether this was an invasion, an incursion or whether it happened at all
has become a matter of some dispute, and invasion theorists are
accused of imperialist motives (saying the Hinduism really came from the
West).

The Aryan religion was a sacrifice-based one, that was centred on the
purifying qualities of fire, and about influencing the devas through ritual
sacrifice. The Aryans used Sanskrit and brought the Vedas.

Features of both Indus Valley and Aryan civilizations persist in
contemporary Hinduism, but it is impossible to speak about its origins
with any certainty.

This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives.










4. (a) Explain the reasons why it is difficult to determine how Hinduism began.
[25]

The controversy surrounding the origins of Hinduism is due to the fact that some
scholars have suggested that Hinduism can be traced back as far as 2500 BCE. However, @
others claim that it may have begun much later around 1500 BCE, at the time of the Vedic
Age and the Aryan people. However, little is known about the Indus Valley culture as the
language is difficult to understand therefore only certain assumptions can be made.

It appears that members of the Indus valley civilisation did have religious beliefs and
some of the rituals present in Hinduism today. At Mohenjo-daro the Great Bath was found,
this may have been used for spiritual cleansing. Seals have been found with pictures and
scripts engraved on to them, many contain images of personified natural forces. It is
believed that these seals held religious significance and on one of the seals there was an
image of a 'named god'. Some scholars have suggested this may be an early prototype of
the Hindu God Shiva. The god was surrounded by animals and with Shiva being Lord of @
the beasts, this is perhaps the most significant link to Hinduism today. Figurines of women
have also been found, depicted in their natural beauty, with wide hips and at prime for child
birth. This highlights the importance of fertility and women in continuation of the Indus
valley civilisation. Although, in Hinduism today, women aren't solely worshipped on their
own, they are usually worshipped as consorts to their male partner, emphasis is still placed
on fertility as a gift from the divine.

Despite the possible links with modern day Hinduism to the Indus valley civilisation, it
is clear that by the period of 1500BCE, the Vedic Age began there were links with Hinduism.
During the Aryan period the Vedas were compiled (the main scriptures of the Aryan people)
and are still authoritative for Hindus today. The Vedas were the word of the gods as
collected by the sages of the time. They were shurti texts and were transmitted orally over
generations before eventually being written down into four main texts. The first, the Rig Veda
contains around 1028 hymns, praising many different gods. However, it also tells the story of
Purusha, the cosmic man, who is still highly important within Hinduism today. The dividing of
Purusha was the initial creation of the caste system. His head became the sages and
Brahmins and his feet the shudras, or servants. The caste system is still important withi
Hinduism today. @

Another aspect of the Vedic life that was the practice of sacrifice. The Yafur Vedas
contain the right way to perform rituals and sacrifices, sacrifices were made to the gods at
the time, as it was believed that the gods could not eat unless fed through sacrifice. Sacrifice
is still a very important part aspect of Hindu ritual today and is used to deepen the
connection with God. Krishna made this known in the Bhagavad Gita "l will accept a flowe@
or leaf, if given through love." This shows that sacrifice is still an important aspect of
Hinduism as it was in the Vedic period.

It is difficult to determine the true origins of Hinduism, but it is clear that by 1500 BCE
and the time of the Aryan people, there were clear links with Hinduism including the
completion of the Vedas. However, there are links to the Indus valley civilisation which
suggests the origin could date back to 2500 BCE. Only when the language of the Indus @
valley civilisation is finally understood can the origins of Hinduism be properly traced.



Sticky Note

A good introduction which addresses the question and identifies a key issue.

The candidate might have referred to the problems surrounding the use of the term "Hinduism". 



Sticky Note

The information on the Indus Valley Civilisation shows thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge of the period and a very good understanding of the relationship between practice and belief.  There is excellent use made of examples and clear explanations of how they link to modern Hinduism.




Sticky Note

A mature comment  which shows that the candidate has an excellent understanding of what they have learnt.



Sticky Note

The information provided on Vedic culture demonstrates extensive depth and breadth of knowledge and understanding. Again there is excellent  use of evidence and examples, combined with references to sacred texts such as the  Vedas and the Bhagavad Gita. The answer remains focused on the question set.



Sticky Note

Excellent use of the quotation which demonstrates understanding of the links between Vedic  practices and modern Hinduism.



Sticky Note

Band 5  25 marks

A mature end to the essay, which summarises the issues surrounding the issue of when Hinduism began.

This is a focussed answer which is an extensive and relevant response to the specific demands of the question set. The answer is well planned and the reasoning is clear and logical.













4a. Explain the reasons for why it is difficult to determine how Hinduism began. [25]

When looking at Hinduism and its origins there are many different things to take into account. There
is much controversy around the origins of Hinduism with many different people saying a number of
things about the religion's origins. @

A large amount of Hindus and also non-Hindus believe that the origins of Hinduism lie with the
ancient civilisation that is the Indus Valley. The Indus valley stems back thousands of years to before
humans properly lived in India, situated in what is now modern day India. The Indus valley sat near a
network of rivers called the Indus rivers, hence the name Indus valley. They would use the rivers a
lot and they were a huge part of their lives, basically running the valley. When the site of the Indus
valley was discovered, there were many things found that suggested that it may have been the
birthplace of what is now modern day Hinduism. Many artefacts were found that showed evidence @
that the people of the Indus valley worshipped many gods including female gods. There is also
evidence of rituals being performed, with burial styles where the body is buried in a way that would
suggest an afterlife or being prepared to meet some form of God. There are many different things

in the Indus valley that are linked with modern day Hinduism and this is why many believe this this is
the place from which Hinduism originated. @

However, although there are many things that tie the Indus valley with modern day Hinduism, there
is no definitive proof that this is where Hinduism originated. This is why many others dispute the
idea that Hinduism originated there and claim that the origin of Hinduism lies elsewhere. The Aryans
(groups of people from Europe, who came to the East to inhabit it) eventually invaded the Indus
valley and inhabited large areas of Asia. Some people believe that the origins of Hinduism can be
found with them. It is said that the Aryans wrote the Vedas, the ancient scripture that much of
Hinduism is based on, and what many Hindus believe contains the essence of Hinduism. There is
also a lot of evidence to support the claim that Hinduism originated with the Aryans. @

It is also hard to say where Hinduism originated, as it takes a long time for a religion to develop. @
Some aspects of Hinduism may be older than others and so it is hard to pinpoint when it originated. @
Ideas and values that Hindus hold dear may have been around for even longer than people now

think. It is only when combined with other aspects of what is now Hinduism that these ideas can be

seen to be the origin of Hinduism. @

With many different beliefs about the origin of Hinduism it going to be hard to say when Hinduism
originated from, as nobody alive today actually knows. @

=l



Sticky Note

Basic introduction which gives no guidelines for the answer which follows. What are the different things that need to be taken into account? Who are the different people and what are they saying?



Sticky Note

Only one artefact referred to here.



Sticky Note

How does this link to the origins of Hinduism ? Develop.



Sticky Note

Depth and breadth only in some areas . Examples and evidence need to be developed further and used more effectively to answer the question. Stronger links need to be made with modern Hinduism.



Sticky Note

Examples? Evidence?



Sticky Note

Evidence for this claim?



Sticky Note

Although mainly accurate and relevant this discussion on the Aryans and Vedic period is very limited and there is very little specific evidence and examples to support the arguments.



Sticky Note

Supporting evidence or reasoning?



Sticky Note

Why? Develop this point.



Sticky Note

Such as?



Sticky Note

Examples?



Sticky Note

A very general conclusion with no evidence/examples to support it.



Sticky Note

The answer is awarded Band 3 15 marks. 

The main weakness is its lack of breadth and depth in its development of the different theories concerning the origins of Hinduism. There is also a lack of specific examples,  with little reference to sacred texts. There also needs to be stronger links made between the beliefs and practices of modern Hinduism and those found in Indus and Aryan cultures.

















(a) Explain the reasons why it is difficult to determine how Hinduism began. [25]


























































4 (b) "Modern Hinduism is completely different from Vedic ligion."
Evaluate this view. [25]

The gods of the Vedic Hindu Pantheon are completely different from the Gods worshipped in
mainstream Hinduism today. It is clear however, that Vedic religion does intrinsically link with
modern day Hinduism in many ways, and they are not completely different.

When arguing against the statement, it is apparent that there are clear links between the Vedic
religion and modern day Hinduism. For example, The Yafur vedas concentrate on rituals and
sacrifices, which are still important in Hinduism today. Rituals which are scripted refer to Agni are
still used at events such as weddings in modern day Hinduism. Also in the Vedic religion the hymn of
Purusha which is the initial creation of the caste system is fundamental to belief in Hinduism. This
suggests that Vedic religion still forms an important part of modern Hinduism.

Most significantly the Upanishads complied in the Vedic age provide information on many of the key
beliefs of Hinduism. For example the Upanishads focus on karma, samsara, moksha and Brahman.
This does suggest that there are clear links between the Vedic religion and modern day Hinduism. In
addition the Upanishads provide a basis for how Hindus should live their lives in order to be freed
from the cycle of samsara and in order to achieve liberation. This suggests that the Vedic religion
and its literature provide the essence of modern day Hinduism.

On the other hand however there are aspects of the Vedic religion that are significantly different to
modern Hinduism. Some scholars argue this due to the fact that the ritual nature of the Vedas
means they no longer truly representative of modern Hinduism as Hindus are more concerned with
other aspects of Hindu life such as the duties they should perform - the four varnas and four
ashramas.

To conclude, it is clear that the fundamental beliefs and principles of Hinduism are contained within
the Vedic religion so they are not completely different as they share many of the same main beliefs
e.g. in karma. However, the Vedic religion and modern Hinduism cannot be regarded as completely
the same either as there are some significant differences — the focus in the Vedic religion on rituals
as opposed to ethical behaviour.










4, (b) Modern Hinduism is completely different from the Vedic Religion [25]
Evaluate this view

Many would argue that this is not the case, because the Vedas are a collection of ancient scriptures
dating back to Aryan times which many believe contain the essential elements of Hinduism. There
are many reasons for this, but not all Hindus believe this is the case.

Within the Vedas (from the Vedic religion) , there are a lot of ideas that relate strongly to the
Hinduism and how a Hindu should live their life. They offer guidance for a Hindu and are held as
holy scriptures by Hindus. When dealing with a moral decision they offer guidance. One book from
the vedas is the Bhagavad Gita, which is the most popular and thought of by many as the relevant of
the ancient Hindu scriptures. It tells the tale of Arguna talking to Krishna in a great battle. For many
Hindus, this reminds them that God will guide them at a time of struggle, conflict or hardship.

Although there are some who will disagree with the statement, they find the Vedas to be
unreasonable for modern Hindus. This is because only the highest caste —the Brahmins are allowed
to study the Vedas, which means for many Hindus they are worthless as Brahaman can be found in
every living being.
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Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions 25 marks
Band Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief,
including their significance, influence and study.
21-25 marks
. Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue.
5 e Aresponse that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by the question set.
e  Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed reasoning and/or evidence.
e  Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.
16-20 marks
. Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue.
4 e  The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed.
* The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence.
e Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.
11-15 marks
. Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue.
3 . Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have generally been addressed.
. Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence.
. Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.
6-10 marks
. Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue.
2 e Alimited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially addressed.
e A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with reason and/or evidence.
. Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.
1-5 marks
e A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue.
1 e An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the question set.
. Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence.
. Some use of basic specialist language and vocabulary.
0 ¢ No relevant analysis or evaluation.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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4.  (b)

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.

‘Modern Hinduism is completely different from Vedic religion.’
Evaluate this view. [AO2 25]

Candidates could include some or all of the following, but other relevant
points should be credited.

The Sanskrit Epics and Puranas and development of Bhakti are post-
Vedic.

There have been many Hindu reform movements which have influenced
the development of Hinduism making it very different to Vedic religion.
Modern Hinduism has many aspects which do not come from Vedic
origins - Vishnu was a minor deity in the Rig Veda but many Hindus
worship him today as the supreme God.

Rudra who was an another minor deity in the Rig Veda, transformed into
Shiva of modern Hinduism.

Yajna the fire sacrifice is still important for many Hindus today although
the ways of practising it have changed.

The varna system is still significant today in the way it influences the
structure of Hindu society.

The practice of mantra is derived from the Vedic idea of powerful
utterances.

Modern Hinduism gives too much emphasis on the Upanishads ignoring
the fact that without the Vedas there can be no Upanishads.

Key Vedic ideas are brought together in the concept of Brahman - the
Vedic rishis worshipped both Saguna Brahman and the Nirguna Brahman
simultaneously and treated them equally.

The early Vedic religion was centred round the worship of devas and
numerous early Vedic devas are still worshipped by Hindus today.

The religion of the Vedic Aryans has some consonance with modern
Hinduis - a pantheon of gods, sacrifice, a canon of scriptures, the
Sanskrit language.

Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised.










4.(b) "Modern Hinduism is completely different from Vedic religion."

Evaluate this view. [25]

The gods of the Vedic Hindu Pantheon are completely different from the Gods worshipped in
mainstream Hinduism today. It is clear however, that Vedic religion does intrinsically link with
modern day Hinduism in many ways, and they are not completely different. @

When arguing against the statement, it is apparent that there are clear links between the Vedic
religion and modern day Hinduism. For example, The Yafur vedas concentrate on rituals and
sacrifices, which are still important in Hinduism today. Rituals which are scripted refer to Agni are
still used at events such as weddings in modern day Hinduism. Also in the Vedic religion the hymn of
Purusha which is the initial creation of the caste system is fundamental to belief in Hinduism. This
suggests that Vedic religion still forms an important part of modern Hinduism. @

Most significantly the Upanishads complied in the Vedic age provide information on many of the key
beliefs of Hinduism. For example the Upanishads focus on karma, samsara, moksha and Brahman.
This does suggest that there are clear links between the Vedic religion and modern day Hinduism. In
addition the Upanishads provide a basis for how Hindus should live their lives in order to be freed
from the cycle of samsara and in order to achieve liberation. This suggests that the Vedic religion
and its literature provide the essence of modern day Hinduism. @

On the other hand however there are aspects of the Vedic religion that are significantly different to
modern Hinduism. Some scholars argue this due to the fact that the ritual nature of the Vedas
means they no longer truly representative of modern Hinduism as Hindus are more concerned with
other aspects of Hindu life such as the duties they should perform - the four varnas and four

ashramas. @

To conclude, it is clear that the fundamental beliefs and principles of Hinduism are contained within
the Vedic religion so they are not completely different as they share many of the same main beliefs
e.g. in karma. However, the Vedic religion and modern Hinduism cannot be regarded as completely
the same either as there are some significant differences — the focus in the Vedic religion on rituals
as opposed to ethical behaviour. @



Sticky Note

A good introduction which gives clear guidelines.



Sticky Note

Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary used throughout.

The points made are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and evidence.



Sticky Note

The answer is well planned and develops in logical and reasonable way from each argument raised.



Sticky Note

Alternative views are considered, but could be developed further. 



Sticky Note

Confident reference to sacred text to support the arguments presented. 



Sticky Note

A clear and concise conclusion,which could be developed further.

The candidate could have referred to developments in Modern Hinduism that have no relation to the Vedic period, such as the importance of Bhakti.

Band 4 17 Marks.










4, (b) Modern Hinduism is completely different from the Vedic Religion [25] @
Evaluate this view

Many would argue that this is not the case, because the Vedas are a collection of ancient scriptures
dating back to Aryan times which many believe contain the essential elements of Hinduism. There @
are many reasons for this, but not all Hindus believe this is the case.

Within the Vedas (from the Vedic religion) , there are a lot of ideas that relate strongly to the

Hinduism and how a Hindu should live their life. They offer guidance for a Hindu and are held as

holy scriptures by Hindus. When dealing with a moral decision they offer guidance. One book from

the vedas is the Bhagavad Git@hich is the most popular and thought of by many as the relevant of
the ancient Hindu scriptures. It tells the tale of Arguna talking to Krishna in a great battle. For many
Hindus, this reminds them that God will guide them at a time of struggle, conflict or hardship. @

Although there are some who will disagree with the statement, they find the Vedas to be
unreasonable for modern Hindus. This is because only the highest caste —the Brahmins are allowed
to study the Vedas, which means for many Hindus they are worthless as Brahaman can be found in

every living being. @

=]



Sticky Note

An introduction is needed to set out the issues and demands of the question. This would then form a guideline for the answer.



Sticky Note

Evidence?



Sticky Note

There is some valid analysis here but it is not supported with examples and evidence. The arguments need to be developed and examples/evidence need to be more specific.



Sticky Note

Why do they disagree? What is the relevance of this argument? It certainly needs to be developed further.



Sticky Note

The answer is awarded Band 2 – 7 marks

It is a very basic answer – in terms of analysis and evaluation and in its use of examples and evidence to justify views given. The answer has succeeded in identifying some of the issues raised by the question, but these have only been partially addressed and only partially supported with reason and/or evidence.




Sticky Note

This is incorrect !
















(b) ‘Modern Hinduism is completely different from Vedic religion.’
Evaluate this view. [25]

























































































